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A JOINT RESOLUTION

pronosing an amendment to Article XVI, Section 61, of the Texas
Constitution, to require the commissioners court in all counties
of the state to comnensate all justices of the peace on a salary
basis beginning January 1, 197§ .

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

Section 1. That Article XVI, Section 61, of the Texas Con-
stitution, be amended to read as follows: '
"Seetion 61. All district officers in the State of Texas
and all county officers in countles having a population of
twenty thousand (20,000) or more, according to the then last pre-
ceding Federal Census, shall be compensated on a salary basis.
In all counties in this State, the Commissioners Courts shall be
authorized to determine whether precinct officers shall be com-
pensated on a fee basls or on a salary basis, with the exception
that it shall be mandatory upon the Commissioners Courts, to com-
pensate all justices of the peace, constables, deputy constables
and precinct law enforcement officers on a salary basis beginning

January 1, 1913; and in counties having a ponulation of less than

twenty thousand (20,000), according to the then last preceding
Federal Census, the Commissloners Courts shall also have the
authority to determine whether county officers shall be compen-
sated on a fee basis or on a salary basis, with the exception
that it shall be mandatory upon the Commlssloners Courts to com-
pensate all sheriffs, deputy sheriffs, county law enforcement
officers including sheriffs who also perform the duties of asses-
sor and collector of taxes, and their deputies, on a salary basis
beginning January 1, 1949.

"A11l fees earned by district, county and precinct officers
shall be paid into the county treasury where earned for the
account of the proper fund, provided that fees incurred by the
State, county and any municipality, or in case where a pauver's
oath is filed, shall be paid into the ecounty treasury when col-
lected and provided that where any officer is compensated wholly
on a fee basils such fees may be retained by such officer or pald
into the treasury of the county as the Commissioners Court may
direct. All Notaries Public, county surveyors and public weigphers
shall continue to be compensated on a fee basis.”

Sec. 2. The foregoing constitutional amendment shall be
submitted to a vote of the qualified electors of this state at an
election to be held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday
in November, 1972, at which electlon the ballot shall be printed
to provide for voting for or against the proposition: "The con-
stitutional amendment to require the commissioners court in all
counties of the state to compensate all Justlces of the peace on
a salary basis."
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(For favorable and unfavorable reports on bills and resolutions, where no committee amendments are
recommended.)

COMMITTEE REPORT
Date,.HfAQV‘.‘li‘,‘,.?I. s

HON. G. F. (GUS) MUTSCHER
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

Sir: c R 4 A

]
We, your Committee on oqs""u‘i_lm‘ QWﬂ MLfr}é _, to whom was
referred.,,.HQ._@ﬂ,,‘_,.._,_m_‘ No.. L"l ... ., have had the same under consideration
and beg to report back with recommendation that it g dbolg pass, and be . . ] . printed

The Bill was reported from Committee by the follow- a
I‘l‘ i Ry

Chairman.

Vote of —ayes and nays.

(When this form is used for a favorable report on a general bill tife/words “do not” are marked out. If the bill is a local
bill the word “not” should be inserted before the word “printed.” Whén used for an unfavorable report the word “do” is
marked out, the comma after “pass” is cl.anged to a period, and the remaining words also marked out.

When this form is used for a simple or concurrent resolution the comma after “pass” should be a changed to a period and
the remaining words stricken out because resolutions are printed in the Journal when first introduced.)
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By: Niland H. J. R. No. 41

(In the House. --Filed February 23, 1971; February 24, 1971, read first
time and referred to Committee on Constitutional Amendments: April 27,
1971, reported favorably, by unanimous voice vote, sent to Printer.)

A JOINT RESOLUTION
PROPOSING an amendment to Article XVI, Section 61, of the
Texas Constitution, to require the commissioners
court in all counties of the state to compensate all
Jjustices of the peace on a salary basis beginning
January 1, 1972,
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

Section 1. That Article XVI, Section 61, of the Texas Constitution, be
amended to read as follows:

"Section 61. All district officers in the State of Texas and all county
officers in counties having a population of twenty thousand (20, 000) or
more, according to the then last preceding Federal Census, shall be com-
pensated on a salary basis. In all counties in this State, the Commis-
sioners Courts shall be authorized to determine whether precinct officers
shall be compensated on a fee basis or on a salary basis, with the excep-
tion that it shall be mandatory upon the Commissioners Courts, to com-
pensate all justices of the peace, constables, deputy constables and pre-
cinct law enforcement officers on a salary basis beginning January 1, 1972;
and in counties having a population of less than twenty thousand (20, 000),
according to the then last preceding Federal Census, the Commissioners
Courts shall also have the authority to determine whether county officers
shall be compensated on a fee basis or on a salary basis, with the excep-
tion that it shall be mandatory upon the Commissioners Courts to compen-
sate all sheriffs, deputy sheriffs, county law enforcement officers includ-
ing sheriffs who also perform the duties of assessor and collector of taxes,
and their deputies, on a salary basis beginning January 1, 1949; and in
counties having a population of less than twenty thousand (20, 000), accord-
ing to the then last preceding Federal Census, the Commissioners Court
shall also have the authority to determine whether county officers shall be
compensated on a fee basis or on a salary basis, with the exception that
it shall be mandatory upon the Commissioners Courtto compensate all sheriffs,
deputy sheriffs, county law enforcement officers, including sheriffs who also
perform the duties of assessor and collector of taxes, and their deputies,
on a salary basis beginning Jan. 1, 1949.

""All fees earned by district, county and precinct officers shall be paid
into the county treasury where earned for the account of the proper fund,
provided that fees incurred by the State, county and any municipality, or
in case where a pauper's oath is filed, shall be paid into the county
treasury when collected and provided that where any officer is compensated
wholly on a fee basis such fees may be retained by such officer or paid
into the treasury of the county as the Commissioners Court may direct.
All Notaries Public, county surveyors and public weighers shall continue
to be compensated on a fee basis. "

Sec. 2. The foregoing constitutional amendment shall be submitted to a
vote of the qualified electors of this state at an election to be held on the
first Tuesday after the first Monday in November, 1972, at which election
the ballot shall be printed to provide for voting for or against the proposi-
tion: "The constitutional amendment to require the commissioners court
in all counties of the state to compensate all justices of the peace on a
salary basis. "
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-2~ H. J. R. No. 41

COMMITTEE REPORT
COMMITTEE ROOM
Austin, Texas, April 24, 1971
Hon. G. F. (Gus) Mutscher, Speaker of the House of Representatives.

SIR: We, your Committee on Constitutional Amendments, to whom was
referred H. J. R. No. 41, have had the same under consideration and beg
to report back with recommendation that it do pass, and be printed.

John A. Traeger, Chairmen
BILL ANALYSIS
Background:
Justices of the Peace have long been criticized because of their
being paid on a commission basis, depending upon the fees they receive

Purpose:
To compensate justices of the peace on a salary basis.

Section by Section Analysis:
Section 1: Adds justices of the peace to Section 61 of Article XVI.

Providing for fees earned by disirict, county, and pre-
cinct officers to be paid into a county treasury.

Section 2: Election clause.
Summary of Committee Action:

Passed by unanimous voice vote.




Floor Amendment No. l

By: Niland

Amend House Joint Resolution No. 4l by changing the date on
Line 26 from January 1, 1972 to January 1, 1973.




By: Niland H.J.R. No. 41

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION
proposing an amendment to Article XVI, Section 61, of the Texas
Constitution, to require the commissioners court in all countiles
of the state to compensate all justices of the peace on a salary

basis beginning January 1, 1973.

B S F THE TE OF TEXAS:
Section 1. That Article XVI, Section 61, of the Texas Con-

stitution, be amended to read as follows:

"Section 61, All district officers in the State of Texas
and all county officers in counties having a population of
twenty thousand (20,000) or more, according to the then last pre-
ceding Federal Census, shall be compensated on a salary basis.
In all counties in this State, the Commissioners Courts shall be
authorized to determine whether precinct officers shall be com-
pensated on a fee basis or on a salary basis, with the éxception
that it shall be mandatory upon the Commissioners Courté, to com-
pensate all justices of the peace, constables, deputy constables
and precinct law enforcement officers on a salary basis beginning
January 1, 1973; and in counties having a population of less than
twenty thousand (20,000), according to the then last preceding
Federal Census, the Commissioners Courts shall also have the
authority to determine whether county officers shall be compen-
sated on a fee basis or on a salary basis, with the exception
that it shall be mandatory upon the Commissloners Courts to com-

pensate all sheriffs, deputy sheriffs, county law enforcement
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officers including sheriffs who also perform the duties of assessor
and collector of taxes, and their deputies, on a salary basis

beginning January 1, 1949,

"All fees earned by district, county and precinct officers
shall be paid into the county treasury where earned for the
account of the proper fund, provided that fees incurred by the
State, county and any municipality, or in case where a pauper's
oath 13 filed, shall be paid into the county treasury when col-
lected and provided that where any officer is compensated wholly
on a fee basis such fees may be retained by such officer or paid
into the treasury of the county as the Commissioners Court may

direct. All Notaries Public, county surveyors and public weighers

shall continue to be compensated on a fee basis.”
Sec. 2. The foregolng constitutional amendment shall be

submitted to a vote of the qualified electors of this state at an
election to be held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday
in November, 1972, at which election the ballot shall be printed
to provide for voting for or against the proposition: "The con-
stitutional amendment to require the commissioners court in all
countles of the state to compensate all justices of the peace on

a salary basis.'




Austin, Texas
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Honorable Ben Barnes
President of the Senate
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION
proposing an amendment to Article XVI, Section 61, of the Texas
Constitution, to require the commissioners court in all counties
of the state to compensate all justices of the peace on a salary

‘basis beginning January 1, 1973.

£3|

BE IT RESOLVED BY TIIE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE O TEXAS:

&

Section 1. That Article XVI, Section 61, of the Texas Con-
stitution, be amended to read as follows:

"Section 61. All district officers in the State of Texas
and all county officers in counties having a population of
twenty thousand (20,000) or more, according to the then last pre-
céding Federal Census, shall be compensated on‘a salary basis.
In all counties in this State, the Commissioners Courts shall be
authorized to determine whether precinct officers shall be com-
pensated on a fee basis or on a salary basis, with the exception
that it shall be mandatory upon the Commissioners Courts, to com-
pensate all justices of the peace, constables, deputy constables
and precinct law enforcement officers on a salary basls beginning
January 1, 1973; and in counties having a population of less than
twenty thousand (20,000), according to the then last preceding
Federal éénsus, the Commissioners Courts shall also have the
authority to determinc whether county officers shall be compen-
sated on a fee basis or on a salary basis, with the exception
that it shall be mandatory upon the Commissioners Courts to com-

pensate all sheriffs, deputy sheriffs, county law enforcement




officers including sherifls who alco performr the dutics

and collccltor of taxcs, and thelr deputics, on a snlary

becinning January 1, 1949
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"A11 fees earncd by district, county and precinct

shall be paid into the county treasury where ecarned for

zccount of the proper fund, provided that fees incurred

State, county and any municipality, or in casc wherc

cath is filed, shall be paid into the county trezsury
lected and provided that where any officer 1is

on a fee basis such fecs may be ”ct ined

into the treasury of the county as the Commissioners

direct. All Notaric

s Public,

all continuc to be compensated on a fee besis.?

2. The foreczoing constitutional amcndment
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a pauper's
when col-
compensated wholly

l by such officer or paid

mnay

county surveyors and public weighers

submitted to a vote of the qualified elecctors of this state at an
election to e held on the first Tuesday after the first lionday
in Novewmber, 1972, at which election the bzllot shall be printed
to provide for voting for or against the v roposition: “The con-
stitutional amendment to requirc the conmissioncrs court in all
countics of the statc to compensate all justices of the peacce on
a lary basis.”

Licutenant Governor Speaker of the louse

President of the Senate




H.J.R. No. 41

I hereby certify that 7.J.R. Mo. 41 was adopted by

C
)

ilouse on I'ay 21, 1971, by the follouwing vote: Yeas 139, llays 0.

Chief Clerk of the Houge

T hereby certify that H.J.R. No. 41 was adopted by the

Senate on May 26, 1971, by the following vote: Yeas 30, Nays O.

Secrectary of the Senate

APPROVED:
FILED IN THE OTIICE 77 THZE
. ~ SECRETARY OF SIAT
’ < /ﬁ

Date S2LAE A

Seeidenenn . O'CLOCK
MAY 31 1971

Secretary of State

Governor




HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

AUSTIN

The Honorable Martin Dies
Secretary of State

I am hereby transmitting to the office of the
Secretary of State, House Joint Resolution No. 41,

62nd Legislature, as of May 31st, 1971.

(iZih_L_a_, féz
Enrolling and Engr ng Clerk
House of Representatdves

FILED N THE OFFICE ©F THE
— SECRETAWTATE
=Y

Dere A SN ‘ O’CLOCK

MAY 31 1971

o

Secretary of State

SR —
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION
>roposing an agendment to Article XVI, Section 61, of th
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;2 iﬁltuglzn,étg require the commiss 1oners court ;n all counties
_ e state to compensate all justices of the peac
sasis beginning Japusry 1, 1072. P e on & salary

FILi FEB 23 Wil

o ?/W

xTouse of Reptesentatlves

Chief Clerk,

"/.

APR 271971 REPORTED FAVORABLY  SENT TO PRINTER

- TI

ELIVERED

APR "7 1971

HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES

R 27 18N

7M.

MAY 2 1 1971

wsecone [
Tme Lt UE{ AND %J,;ZL
N Nva /
e

Chief Clerk, House of Representatives

CWRY 2 11971
TION 0 RECONSIDER THE VOTE BY
e ZIIE. was

AUCPTED /-, vAssso AND TO T BLE THE MOTION Tfj RECON-
Jeet el
SIDER PREVAILED-PASSED BY A VOTE Q¢

YESAND —pexresd

A
,[an/ul//
il
CHIEF CLERK HQUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
¢

SENT TO ENGROSSING CLERK

MAY 21 197

PRINTED, DISTRIRUTED AND
REFERRFD 10 COMAITTEE ON

APR 27 1811
RVLES

(Date)



By: lNiland I.J.R. No. U1 |

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION

proposing an amendment to Article XVI, Section €1 of the Texas

Constitution, to require the commissioners court in all counties
of the state to compensate all Justices of the peace on a salary
basis beginning January 1, 1973.

2-23-71 Filed.

2—2M—Zl Read first time and referred to Committee on Constitutional
Amendments.

4-27-71 Reported favorably, sent to printer.

4_27-71 Printed, distributed and referred to Committee on Rules at
11:30 a.m.

5-21-71 Read second time, amended and passed by the following vote:
Yeas 139, Nays 0.

Dorothy Hallman
Chief Clerk, H. of R.

5-21-71 Sent to Engrossing Clerk.

Hh-21-71 Engrossed.

* 63AA_54,/%£u/¢4L;~AJ

Enpgrossing Cler# 1. of R.

P e potmpT YA TS

MAY 92 1870  RETURNED FROM ERCRCTE.L SLTil Caniiv ik SENATE

m'HE‘SEN‘ATE

MAY oo 1974 SENT 10 LivhwLLivG LLika



KAY 241971

Received from the House
MAY 24 1971 Read, referred to Committee on Constitutional Amendments

EAY 25 1971 Reported favorably.

Reported adversely, with favorable Committee Substitute; Committee Substitute
read first time.

Ordered not printed.

1
MAY 2 6 97]Regular order of business suspended by

(unanimous consent.

[

To permit consideration, reading and passage, Senate and Constitutional Rules

suspended by vote of yeas,
MAY 26 197 Read second time et passed to third reading.

Caption ordered amended to conform to body of bill.

nays.

MAY 26 1971 Senate and Constitutional 3-Day Rules suspended by vote of
é O yeas, © __ nays to place bill on third reading and final passage.

— e

MAY 26 ]971 Read third time and passed by

OTHER ACTION:

Secretary of the Senate

MBY 26 un

RETURNED FROM SENATE

MAY 26 1971  Returned to HOUSE t&;'%.X/QA/W

Chief Clerk, House of Reprosentatives




	Introduced Version
	Text

	House Committee Report
	Report Form
	Text
	Bill Analysis
	Summary of Committee Actions

	House 2nd Reading Amendment(s)
	Engrossed Version
	Text

	Senate Committee Report
	Report Form

	Enrolled Version
	Text

	Letter of Transmittal
	Bill Back



